
A CIRCUS OUTING
by Miriam Solomon

Zippo's Circus rolled into town. Well, actually it came
to rest on Clapton Common beside the pond. A week
or so before this, I had noticed a number of vans and
caravans parked there and there was an item and a
picture in the Jewish Chronicle about the forthcoming
attraction. On my way to the synagogue on Sha-
vouth, the Circus people were at work hoisting some
striped material into position. Returning home after
the service an hour later, the Big Top was already in
place.

The owner had phoned Pat to ask if some of our
members would like to attend the first performance.
Of course we would !! But there was no confirmation
untilthe day before the start and so that was why Pat
could not inform any of you till the day we were
going. I had arrived at the club at just the right
moment to see that the mini-bus was about to
depart for the Common with a second load of
members so I hopped on!!

The Big Top looked rather small but inside it was
really quite roomy with plenty of seats three-quarters
of the way round. We had good seats and gradually
the tent filled up with lots of children and some
adults. There were no animal acts. The ringmaster
opened the proceedings dressed in a splendid
glittery costums and a dead white face. The girl on
the trap€ze did incredible stunts and one of those
was to twist her right foot round a thick rope and
nonchalantly hang her head down towards tho
ground. All this without a sfety net! The owner,
dressed as a fat woman, used a hose to spray us
with water and a little bit of it splashed on me but
luckity only on my coat. Those in front caught most of
it. Four men tumbled and leapt about very energeti-
calty. The tight-tope was expsrtly used by a couple
in which the man behaved like a love-sick swain who
tried to gain the attention of his fancy but was
ignored all through till the end she consented to
accept a flower from him and so they got together.
Another performer with a goofy expression on his
face was being knocked about by loose pieces of
wood and kept coming back for more misfortunes! lt
was an enjoyable hour.

The circus people formed a kind of corridor by
standing in parallel lines as we trooped out of the
tent and we thanked them for a lovely time. Debra
went up to the ringmaster and asked him in mock
concern "Don't you feel well"!! I suppose he was
startled and mystified because he might have forgot-
ten that his face was chalky white!!!

D.S.J.D.C. AANQUET DTUNIOH

by Golleen Daniels Secrotary of RSJDC

The first Grand Reunion Banquet for the ex-pupils ol
the Rosidential School for Jewish Deaf Children was
held at Seymour Place, London on Sunday, May
24th, 1992. The Banquet was like a dream come true
and was the final result of some eighteen months of
fundraising and organising by the RSJDC committee.
It was joined by 20O people. Ex-pupils arrived from
countries as diverse as USA, Canada, Germany,
Gibralter. lsrael, South Africa, Yugoslavia and of
cours€, Britain. Some of them have not ssen each
other ror 4O years and were ovenarhelmed to see their
childhood friends. For the duration of the evening, we
were joined by our former teacher, Charlotte Balkanyi
who was born and bred in Budapest, Hungary where
she began to teach Jewish Deaf children. After toiling
with the authorities, she was able to obtain a
passport and came to UK in 1955. She worked at our
Nightingale School, London from 1955 to 1957. She
ssemed to possess a remarkable memory because
she managed to remember many more pupils than I

could!! We were very fortunate to have Mr. E.

Denton, our former headmaster and his wife with us
too. We all had a very enjoyable evening with many
good memories highlighted in our first published
book "The History of the RSJDC" which was
launched to all who attended the Banquet. The book
contains the entire history of the School from the
setting up in 1885 to the closure in 1965 and has
many excellent illustrations and photographs. The
book was edited by Joan Weinberg, collated and
published by David Jackson, bounded by Martin and
Malka Bogard.

The week following the Banquet were filled with
related events at the JDA such as :-1. Videoshow of
the School's old films organised by Harold Fallman.
2. A super Archive Exhibiton showing old reproduced
photographs and items of school prop€rty donated
by ex-pupils and organised by Myer Solomon. 3. An
lsraeli Folk Dance evening organised by the Jewish
Deaf Circle. 4. A coach outing to Havering House
(the place where the Jewish children were evacuated
to during the waQ, organised by Harold Fallman. 5.

Drama Show by the Jewish Deaf Drama group. 6.

FarewellBarbeque on Sunday 31st May.

I must finalty say - big thanks to all the committee
who pulled together and made the above svents
possible, to Mika Brojer who posed the question
eighteen months ago "What do you think of the idea
of a Reunion?" Well, the result was there for all to
see! Additional thanks go to Alan Daniels for his
talented producing of the display stands and to all

ex-pupils who donated their possessions and made
it an interesting and successful Exhibition.

There are still some books on "The History of the
FISJDC" available for sale for E5 each plus t2
postage. Please make a cheque payable to:- Mr A
Daniels 210 Wards Road Newbury Park ILFORD

Essex lG2 7DY
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